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in, in company with several colonists, among whom was Mr. Hamilton 

Brown, representative for the parish of St. Ann, in the Colonial Assem- 

bly. Some reference having been made to the new Order in Council, I 

was rather startled to hear that gentleman swear by his Maker that that 
Order should never be adopted in Jamaica; nor would the planters of 

Jamaica, he said, permit the interference of the Home Government with 

their slaves in any shape. A great deal was said by him and others, 
present about the happiness and comfort enjoyed by the slaves, and of 

the many advantages possessed by them of which the poor in England 
were destitute. Among other circumstances mentioned in proof of this, 
Mr. Robinson, a wharfinger, stated that a slave in that town had sent 
out printed cards to invite a party of his negro acquaintance to a supper 
party. One of these cards was handed to Mr. Hamilton Brown, who said 
he would present it to the Governor, as a proof of the comfortable con- 
dition of the slave population. This, and other circumstances then men- 
tioned, tended to confirm the notions I had brought from England re- 
specting slavery in Jamaica; and, although I was somewhat shocked 
and staggered by seeing the same day the Methodist chapel at St. Ann’s 
Bay lying in ruins, as it had been destroyed by the whites six months 
before, and by learning that the Missionaries were no longer permitted to 
preach in that parish, I nevertheless left the place next morning with my 
favourable impressions respecting the condition of the slaves not ma- 
terially abated. These impressions, however, I was not permitted long to 
indulge. 

«J proceeded on horseback to New Ground estate the next day. On 
my way thither I saw much majestic and beautiful scenery, and enjoy- 
ed the prospect exceedingly, until I came in sight of a gang of negroes 
at work. Most of them were females; and they were superintended by 
a driver, with the cart whip in his hand. Just as I rode past, the driver 
cracked his whip and cried out, ‘Work! work! They were manuring 
the canes, and carrying the manure in baskets on their heads. It appear- 
ed to me disgustingly dirty work; for the moisture from the manure was 
dripping through the baskets, and running down the bodies of the ne- 
groes. This sight annoyed me considerably, and raised some doubts as 
to the preferable condition of West India slaves to factory children. The 
enchanting scenery and beautiful humming birds no longer amused me: 
and the thundering crack of the cart-whip, sounding in my ears as I rode 
along, excited feelings of a very unpleasing description. 

“On reaching the estate I was received in the most friendly manner 
by the overseer, and entertained with West Indian hospitality. This 
gentleman, after some enquiries as to the state of things in England, be- 
gan to enlarge on the comfortable condition of the slaves; and, pointing 
to some negro coopers who were working in the yard, asked if I could 
perceive any difference between the condition of these slaves and that of 

an English labourer. I owned I could not: they seemed to work with 
Erea regularity and apparent good humour. i 

’ ‘Immediately afterwards the overseer called out, in a very authorita- 

te tone, ‘ Blow shell.’ A large conch shell was then blown by one of 
A Poe ee Eiir k few minutes four negro drivers made their 
The drivers had each a aean aaa A i rene ne mil 
a ouid his eh nae ne staff in his hand, and a large cart-whip coil- 

Sune his shoulders. they appeared to be very stout athletic men. 
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They stood before the hall door, and the overseer 
out to them, while Isat at the open window dj 
followed,—having been informed that the 
unished. : 
« When the overseer went ou the, Belt 
on notched tallies, of their halt doe en ves Bae him an account, 
The overseer then asked a few questions of fa Tegearee fresh orders, 
offences of the six slaves brought up for vuni ht BN pein, the 
asked of the culprits themselves, nor thos, Hatta i No question was 
Sentence was instantly pronounced, aE ee at s pa pepe waited. fan 
«The first was a man of about thirty-five ih re i esa 
is called a pen-keeper, or cattle herd; ck his iff $ poA He aa What 
ed a mule to go astray. At the command of t Tees a. Tava sieg 
to strip off part of his clothes, and laid himself fl Aig ite if Proceed 
and buttocks being uncovered. One of the dri hea Kg belly, his ack 
flogging him with the cart-whip. This whip is Peep ap Oa 
a short stout handle, and is an instrument of K PNR fen ies long, with 
ed by the operator round his head, and then kt Abate sit i e daN 
motion of the arm upon the recumbent victim Em Gat iene 
at every stroke. When I saw this spectacle, owe for re eee ine 
hibited before my eyes, with all its revolting accompaniments Be = 
the degraded and mangled victim writhing and groaning u de Ph ei 
fliction, I felt horror-struck. I trembled, a ified sick : bat bee > hid 
termined to see the whole to an end, I kept my station at the wane sf 
The sufferer, writhing like a wounded worm, every time the lash a 
across his body, cried out, ‘ Lord! Lord! Lord? When he had received 
about twenty lashes, the driver stopped to pull up the poor man’s shirt (or 
rather smock frock,) which had worked down upon his galled posteriors 
The sufferer then cried, ‘Think me no man? think me no man” By that 
exclamation I understood him to say, ‘Think you I have not the feelings 
of a man?’ The flogging was instantly recommenced and continued ; the 
negro continuing to cry, ‘Lord! Lord! Lord!’ till thirty-nine lashes had 
been inflicted. When the man rose up from the ground, I perceived the 
blood oozing out from the lacerated and tumefied parts where he had 
been flogged; and he appeared greatly exhausted. But he was instantly 
ordered off to his usual occupation. ` 
The next was a young man apparently about eighteen or nineteen 
years of age. He was forced to uncover himself and lie down in the 
same mode as the former, and was held down by the hands and feet by 
four slaves, one of whom was a young man who was himself to be flog- 
ged next. This latter was a mulatto—the offspring, as I understood, of 
some European formerly on the estate by a negro woman, and conse- 
quently born to slavery. These two youths were flogged exactly in the 
mode already described, and writhed and groaned under the lash, as if 
ge great agony. The mulatto bled most, ang apnée ta ion 
nik poly. They received each thirty-nine lashes. 4 heir olience 
S some deficiency in the performance of the task prescribed to them. 
ley were both ordered to join their gang as usual in the afternoon at 
“ane-cutting. 
“Seg = young women of about the same age ci one after tho a 
— id down and held by four men, their back parts most 1 i y 
“Covered, and thirty-nine lashes of the blood-stained whip inflicte upan 
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each poor creature’s posteriors. Their exclamation likewise was ‘Lord ! 
Lord! Lord!’ They seemed also to suffer acutely, and were apparently 
a good deal lacerated. Another woman (the sixth offender) was also 
laid down, and uncovered for the lash; but at the intercession of one of 
the drivers she was reprieved. ‘The offence of these three women was 
similar to that of the two young men—some defalcation in the amount of 
labour. 

“The overseer stood by and witnessed the whole of this cruel opera- 
tion, with as much seeming indifference as if he had been paying them 
their wages. I was meanwhile perfectly unmanned by mingled “horror 
and pity. Yet I have no reason to believe that the nalural feelings of 
this young man (whose age did not exceed twenty-four years) were less 
humane or sensitive than my own. But such is the callousness which 
constant familiarity with scenes of cruelty engenders. He had been a 
book-keeper, for four years previously, on another estate belonging to the 
same proprietors, and had been appointed overseer on this estate only a 
few months before. His reception of me when I arrived was so kind, 
frank, and cordial, that I could not have believed him, had I not seen it 
with my own eyes, to be capable of inflicting such cruelty on a fellow- 
creature. 

« As soon as this scene was over, the overseer came into the hall, and 
asked me to drink some rum and water withhim. I told him I was sick, 
and could taste nothing: that I was in fact overwhelmed with horror at 
the scene I had just witnessed. He said it was not a pleasant duty cer- 
tainly, but it was an indispensable one: and that I would soon get used, 
as others did, to such spectacles. I asked if he found it necessary to in- 
flict such punishments frequently. He replied it was uncertain; ‘I may 
not,’ he said, ‘ have to do it again this month, or I may have to do it to- 
morrow.’ 

“ This, my first full view of West India Slavery, occurred on the 4th 
of September, 1832, between twelve and two o’clock, being the day after 
my landing in the Island, and within an hour after my arrival on the plan- 
tation. 

“JT resided on New Ground estate, from the time of my arrival in the 
beginning of September, and exclusive of some occasional absence, alto- 
gether fully seven weeks ; and, during that period, I witnessed with my 
own eyes the regu/ar flogging of upwards of twenty negroes. I heard 
also of many other negroes being flogged by order of the overseer and 
book-keepers, in the field, while I resided on the plantation, besides the 
cases which came under my own personal observation. Neither do | 
include in this account the slighter floggings inflicted by the drivers in 
superintending the working gangs,—which I shall notice afterwards. 

“The following are additional cases of which I have a distinct recol- 
lection. But I have retained the precise date of only one of these cases 
(the 12th) from having found it necessary to destroy almost all my pa 
pers, in consequence of the threats of the Colonial Unionists. 

“Ist. A slave employed in the bciling-house. He was a very stout 
negro, and uncommonly well dressed for a slave. He was laid down on 
the ground, held by two men, and flogged on the naked breech in the 
mode I have described, receiving 39 lashes. I was afterwards assured 
by one of the book-keepers that this negro had really committed no 


offence, but that the overseer had him punished to spite a book-keeper 
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under whose charge this slave was at the tiime 
difference; and, as he could not flog the book-keencr 
Such at least was the account I raad PIi SAk flogged the slave, 
þook-keeper. I could scarcely have ath we Ste third party, another 
had I not heard of similar cases on other pla tati Seis 
no cause to doubt. sik 

. 2nd & 3rd. Two young women. This punishment 
evening on the barbecue, where pimento is dried Mr X 1 place one 
seer, and I, were sitting in the window-seat of his +d Lean, the over- 
remarking to him that I observed the drivers too! #3 
able to crack their whips loud and well. While we were tl 
ing, the gang of young slaves, employed in pinia he thus convers- 
with vaag ees The head book-keeper as aie pad 
examine the baskets, to ascertain th: S R 5 
task allotted. The baskets of Peale chs a oe y perima the 
and the book-keeper immediately ordered them to ba Haaren e Siny oi 
seer did not interfere, nor ask a single question, Pica Tho Opa 

i e a A ‘ juestion, the matte eta 
deemed of sufficient importance torres ire his interfi er te ane 
hie a Í ce quire his interference, though this 
took place within a few yards of the open window where we were si i 
ting. One of the girls was instantly laid down, her back peter aed 
tee eee ee 
: , ip lesh gave a loud crack, and the wretch- 
ee and PRS iam o in agony, ‘Lord! Lord! Lord? 
l seer, t g e, with a chuckling laugh, ‘ that is 
the best cracking, by G—d! The other female was then flogged also 
on the bare posteriors, but not quite so severely. They received, as 
usual, each 39 lashes. 

“dth & 5th. On another occasion I saw two girls from 10 to 13 years 
of age, flogged by order of the overseer. ‘They belonged to the second 
gang, employed in cane-weeding, and were accused of having been idle 
that morning. Two other girls of the same age were brought up to hold 
them down. They got each 39. 

_ “6th & 7th. After this I saw two young men flogged (very severely) 
in the cooper’s yard. I did not learn their offence. 

“8th. On another occasion, a man in the road leading from New 
Ground to Golden Spring. We met this man while riding out, and for 
some offence which I did not learn (for by that time I had found my en- 
quiries on such points had become offensive,) the overseer called a driver 
from the field and ordered him 39 on the spot. 

“9th & 10th. Two young men before breakfast, for having slept too 
long. They were mule-drivers, and it being then crop time, they had 
been two days and a night previously at work without sleep. As the 
Overseer and I were going out at day-break (the sun was not yet up,) 
we found them only putting the harness on their mules. They ought, 
according to the regulations then prescribed on the plantation, to nage 
been out half an hour sooner; and for this offence they received a very 
severe flogging. 

“llth. A girl who had been missing for some d 
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from the plantation for fear of punishment. 

“T shall mention only other two cases W 
Sympathy; for after a few weeks, although my mor 
slavery continued to increase, my sensibi 
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